






















Wire Grid Polarizer

The light can excite electrons to move along the wires, which then
emit light that cancels the input light.  This cannot happen perpen-
dicular to the wires.  Such polarizers work best in the IR.

Polaroid sheet polarizers use the same idea, but with long polymers.

Input light contains 
both polarizations



Wire grid polarizer in the visible
Using semiconductor fabrication techniques, a wire-grid polarizer was 
recently developed for the visible.

The spacing is less than 1 micron.








































